
COVID-19 Vaccine
Resource Links for Nurses

SAFETY
What are mRNA vaccines & how do they work?

Where do I learn about the approval process?

EUA=Authorized, NOT Approved

What’s an EUA and what does that mean?

What standard PPE should I wear while vaccinating 
patients?

Can infected patients or people receive the vaccine? 
Do they need to be screened prior to receiving the 
vaccine?

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/mrna-vaccine-basics.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/healthcare-professionals-mRNA.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/basics/test-approve.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/journey-of-covid-19-vaccine-508.pdf 
https://www.fda.gov/media/143890/download
https://www.astho.org/COVID-19/COVID-19-Vaccine-Approval-Process-Overview/
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-legal-regulatory-and-policy-framework/emergency-use-authorization
https://www2.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/covid19/SHVA/30010.asp
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html 
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What should I know about allergic reactions? What 
are the warning signs? How should I monitor?

Am I liable if they get a reaction?

Can a vaccine be developed this quickly?

SIDE EFFECTS
What standardized list of side effects should I review 
with my patients and how do I share without scaring 
them?

Are there contraindications?

Are there pregnancy risks?

How do I educate them about where and how to 
report side effects? Where do I report adverse events? 

LOGISTICS & DOSING
Where are the Vaccine Information Statements (VISs)?

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/managing-anaphylaxis.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/allergic-reaction.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/faq.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/answering-questions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/expect/after.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/pregnancy.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety.html 
https://vaers.hhs.gov/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/allergic-reaction.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/vis/index.html
https://www.modernatx.com/covid19vaccine-eua/eua-fact-sheet-recipients.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/media/144414/download
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/eua/index.html


What happens if they lose their card?

Why is it important for RNs to educate and be 
educated?

Why vaccinate?

What is herd immunity and why does it matter?

How do I start a conversation about vaccination with 
patients/family/friends?

What’s the documentation process? Do they need to 
sign a consent?
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GENERAL EDUCATION

What are some ways I can promote vaccination? 

PRE-VACCINATION
CONVERSATIONS

What if you miss a dose? Would the series need to 
start over?

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/faq.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/vaccine-communication/foster-culture-of-immunization.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/vaccine-benefits.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/vaccination-toolkit.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/terms/glossary.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/engaging-patients.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/faq.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/imz-managers/laws/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/health-systems-communication-toolkit.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/healthcare-professionals-vaccine-quick-answers.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html


What should I tell my patients after vaccination? Can 
they still get infected? How long do we have to social 
distance and wear masks? 

What do I tell parents about children receiving the 
vaccine?

What are some talking points or common questions or 
myths I can expect to hear so I can prepare?

How do I address questions from minority 
populations? Or current inequities and injustice?

COVID-19 Vaccine Training Modules (CDC)

Clinician Guide to Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine

CDC Training Programs & Reference Materials 

What to Expect at Your Vaccination Appointment
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POST-VACCINATION
CONVERSATIONS

SPECIAL PATIENT
POPULATIONS

What do I tell pregnant patients or patients of child-
bearing age and status if they have questions?

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/answering-questions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/8-things.html 
https://www.idsociety.org/covid-19-real-time-learning-network/Disparities-culturally-competent-care/caring-for-multicultural-patient-populations/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/facts.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/underlying-conditions.html
https://www2.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/covid19/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pfizer-biontech-vaccine-what-Clinicians-need-to-know.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/COVID-19-Clinical-Training-and-Resources-for-HCPs.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/expect.html

